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SOCIAL STUDIES 

 

1. Reliability of source question (2021 CCHS MYE Paper) 

2. Are you surprised question (2021 St Gabriel’s MYE Paper) 

 

1. Part A – Being Part of a Globalized World  

 

 

HISTORY  

 

1. Inference to purpose of source question (2021 PHS MYE Paper) 

2. Comparison of 2 sources (2021 St Gabriel’s MYE Paper) 

 

1. Part A – The Cold War  
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Worked Example – Usefulness of source(s) 

 

Being part of a Globalized World – Are Covid-19 vaccines accessible to all? 

 

1. Study Source F.  

How reliable is Source F as evidence about Covid-19 vaccine distribution around the 

world? Explain your answer. [7m] 

 

Source F: A cartoon reflecting the state of global access to Covid-19 vaccines published by 

Jakarta Post (an Indonesian newspaper) that emphasises the need for vaccine cooperation 

among counties to support developing countries. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

Think back to the 3C’s. If not all of them fit, use only the ones that are relevant! 
 
Content – The cartoonist holds the belief that rich countries will hoard all the 
vaccines. 
 
Critical Analysis - Source F corroborates with Source B, which comes from an expert 
explaining the problem of the lack of availability of Covid-19 vaccines.  
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Source B: An interview with experts on the availability of Covid-19 vaccines for the world’s 

population.  

 

Rachel Silverman, a policy analyst at the Center for Global Development in the USA, said 

the most promising vaccines “are largely covered by advanced purchase agreements, 

mostly from wealthy countries”.  

 

She added, “There is very little likelihood that it will make it to low-and middle-income 

countries by the end of next year, at least in any significant numbers for mass 

vaccination.” 

 

Pfizer hopes to produce up to 50 million doses in 2020 and up to 1.3 billion doses in 2021. 

Each person needs two doses.  

 

“Just doing the Math, it’s not enough to go around” Ms Silverman said.  

However, she says that Moderna has also shown similarly promising results and there is 

more hope, as even more vaccines could follow.  

 

The Moderna vaccine also has fewer requirements about cold storage, which has been a 

concern for poorer countries, particularly in warmer areas, and those with remote areas 

and limited electricity.  

 

*excerpt from 2021 CCHS (main) MYE Paper 
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Sample Answer  

 

Source F is reliable as evidence that the limited supplies of Covid-19 vaccinations will be 

fought for and hoarded by mainly the rich, developed nations with the means to do so. In 

Source F, the limited box of vaccines is seen to be contested between two rich nations, 

while the poor nations are completely left out of the conversation. This presents the view 

that the Covid-19 vaccinations will be only available to people from rich countries, as the 

governments of poor countries would not be able to outbid these countries for the first 

batch of vaccines.  

 

Source F is reliable, because it corroborates with the view shared in Source B, which is 

derived from an expert’s opinion at the Center for Global Development in the USA. Source 

B writes that “the most promising vaccines ‘are largely covered by advanced purchase 

agreements, mostly from wealthy countries’” and that “there is very little likelihood” that 

the vaccines will make it to poorer countries for mass vaccination. This clearly 

corroborates with Source F in sharing the view that the vaccines will only be available to 

rich countries. Furthermore, given that this is a view shared by an expert policy analyst, it 

further reinforces the reliability of the claim made by the cartoon is Source F, that the 

Covid-19 vaccinations will only be available to rich countries with the means to bid for the 

limited number of vaccines. Thus, Source F is reliable as evidence that the limited 

supplies of Covid-19 vaccines will be mainly hoarded by the rich nations, while the poor 

nations will not have the ability to obtain said vaccines.   
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Worked Example – Are you surprised? 

 

Working for the good of society – Should the threat posed by fake news be managed by 

governments? 

 

1. Study Sources E and F.  

Does Source E make Source F surprising? Explain your answer. [8m] 

 

Source E: An article written by American magazine, Forbes on 3 August 2020.  

 

As a doctor I get my medical information from validated scientific sources. But I can 

always count on my social media feed to keep me informed of the latest fake health 

secrets and dangers that “your doctor doesn’t know about.” 

 

This week alone I learned ridiculous ideas like this: eating vegetables is actually 

destroying my gut. But these silly claims were nothing compared to how hard I laughed 

over the recent trend promoted by Instagram influencers: perineal sunning. Here’s how 

it works: you get naked, go outside on a sunny day, contort your body and spread your 

butt cheeks so you can aim your anus directly at the sun. The influencers claim that 

with just a minute of direct anal sunlight, you will obtain your daily dose of Vitamin D.  

 

That’s the power of social media. It can introduce people to practices that sound 

ridiculous… and people actually do it.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First, we will need to identify the topic at hand. What exactly is Source E saying?  
 
If we understand the sources correctly, we can interpret the question demand 
this way – Having understood the power that fake news has over people to pick 
up practices that sound ridiculous (Source E), are you surprised that WhatsApp is 
reinforcing measures to prevent the spread of fake news?  
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Source F: A legal report published in the Law Library of Congress in America in December 

2020. The title of the report is “Government Responses to Fake News on Social Media 

Platforms: India”  

 

WhatsApp has introduced a number of measures, including limiting the number of times a 

user can forward a message to 5 in India, and 20 globally. It also now labels forwarded 

messages. WhatsApp has also started a fact-checking helpline, encouraging users to flag 

messages for verification.  

 

These limits were introduced in July 2018 after a spate of violence of early 2018, where 

rumours about child kidnappers, forwarded from person to person and group to group, 

fuelled mass hysteria in some rural towns and villages across the country. In one incident 

in the state of Maharashtra, five people who were new to the village, were killed by a mob 

after. Rumours spread on the app about a child-abducting gang being active in the area. 

In all, at least 30 people were lynched in what came to be dubbed the “WhatsApp Killings”.  

 

*excerpt from 2021 St Gabriel’s MYE Paper   
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Sample Answer 

 

Having read Source E, I do not find Source F to be surprising. Source E is an article written 

by a doctor lamenting the things that people do based on misinformation and fake news. 

The author writes, “That’s the power of social media. It can introduce people to practices 

that sound ridiculous… and people actually do it”. This tells us that through social media, 

fake news can propagate misinformation which can compel people to perform dubious 

actions based on this misinformation. This clearly warns me of the dangers of the 

effectiveness of social media in being able to spread fake news, which can misinform and 

misguide people into performing ridiculous actions.  

 

Source F is a report which explains the new measures WhatsApp took to regulate the 

spread of fake news on its platform after a recent “spate of violence in early 2018, where 

rumours about child kidnappers” drove and “fuelled mass hysteria in some rural towns and 

villages across the country”. Evidently, the findings of Source F corroborates with the 

conclusions made in Source E that social media is effective in spreading misinformation 

quickly which in turn compels people to perform hysterical tasks. It is therefore not 

surprising to me, in lieu of the findings of Source E, that WhatsApp would then want to 

curb this problem by instating new measures to regulate the spread of fake news, 

especially when it can do so much harm. It is also not surprising to me that this 

information would be found in a government legal report, given the significant 

consequences that such fake news would have on a society. Governments around the 

world would likely be concerned with the consequences of fake news and would thus look 

for effective solutions to combating this issue. As such, I am not surprised by the measures 

taken by WhatsApp outlined in Source F and am also not surprised by the concern of 

governments around the world towards finding effective solutions to combating the 

consequences of fake news spread through social media.  
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Worked Example – Part A Question  

 

Being Part of a Globalized World 

 

1. Extract 1 shows how Singapore’s economy was affected by the global crisis.  

 

What can the government do to help Singaporeans cope during an economic 

downturn? Explain your answer using two strategies. [7m] 

 

Extract 1 

 

 
 

Extract 2 
 
Developments in transport and advancements in technology that drive globalization have 

allowed many companies to benefit. Many companies are able to widen their market reach 

by expanding their production and sales of goods in many parts of the world.  

 

Extract 3 

 

While globalization increases the access for companies to shift production and sales 

overseas, they are also exposed to increased competition from other companies in the 

global economy  
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Sample Answer 

 

One strategy the government can use is to rely on its strong tripartite relationship with 

trade unions and businesses to ensure that workers are not too worse off during such a 

downturn. When the economy is not doing well and businesses must downsize, the 

government can negotiate with trade unions and businesses to consider other potential 

avenues to mitigate the impact on workers, besides retrenchment. For example, the 

government can negotiate with trade unions and urge them to request that workers take a 

pay cut during this economic downturn, such that businesses would not need to retrench 

as many workers. This will work to ensure that many Singaporeans can cope and are not 

too affected by the immediate impact of such an economic downturn (such as 

retrenchment). Similarly, the government can work with businesses to negotiate business 

incentives to ensure that businesses are still able to retain their employees, especially for 

SMEs. One example of this would be the Job Support Scheme that the government has 

provided to many employers in Singapore, which has significantly helped in reducing 

unemployment by having the government subsidize a portion of workers’ salaries.  

 

In the longer term, another strategy the government can use is skills retraining. Skills 

retraining and upgrading will ensure that Singaporeans will continue to stay relevant even 

during the downturn, making Singaporean workers more competitive in the global business 

arena when businesses are looking to downsize. An example of this would be the 

SkillsFuture training programme, which subsidizes Singaporeans’ enrolment of skills-

upgrading and retraining courses, allowing Singaporeans to obtain skills relevant for their 

particular industries. This will ensure that Singaporean workers remain desirable and 

employable, even during an economic downturn, allowing them to support themselves in 

spite of the recession.   
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Worked Example – Inference to Purpose/ Inference to Message 

 

The Korean War – Why did China decide to send its troops to engage in the Korean 

War? 

 

1. Study Source A.  

Why was this Christmas card dropped? Explain your answer [5m] 

 

Source A: A Christmas card from the Chinese People’s Volunteers Army was dropped on 

the US troops during the Korean War in December 1952. 

 

American Soldiers, 

 

We are wishing you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  

 

Christmas is a day of peace and happiness. 

 

But this Christmas, you are far away from those you love… Your family longs for you… 

Will they ever see you again? 

 

You’ve been told you come here to stop “Communist Aggression.” But what do your own 

eyes and head tell you? The Koreans are fighting in their own country. The Chinese are 

defending their own nearby borders.  

 

Don’t believe the Big Money boys and politicians at home. Don’t do what they want.  

 

We offer you peace and friendship. America for the Americans. Korea for the Koreans. 

China for the Chinese. Why should not we all, Korean soldiers, Chinese soldiers, 

American soldiers join our efforts for peace? Then we can have a really Happy New Year 

in 1953! Let’s make it so! 

 

 

- The Chinese People’s Volunteers 

 

*excerpt from 2021 PHS MYE Paper 
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Sample Answer 

 

The Christmas card was dropped to lower the morale of US soldiers on the ground and 

reduce their willingness to fight, by convincing them that they were being manipulated by 

American politicians at home to fight a war that was against the soldiers’ interests. Source 

A writes to the American soldiers, “Don’t believe the Big Money boys and politicians at 

home. Don’t do what they want” and remind them “Your family longs for you…Will they 

ever see you again?”. The message in the source implies to the American soldiers that they 

were fighting a war, against their own interests, for the sake of American politicians at 

home who had their own selfish agendas for entering the war in Korea. Evidently, the 

purpose of this Christmas card was to lower the morale of American soldiers in Korea at 

that time by trying to convince them that they should not fight in this war. This would 

result in lowered willingness of the Americans to continue the war against North Korea, 

especially in the light of the stalemate that occurred at the 38th parallel in 1951. Thus, the 

Christmas card was dropped to influence the outcome of the stalemate and result in a 

more amenable outcome for the Communist forces.  
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Worked Example – Comparison of 2 sources 

 

The Korean War - Why did China decide to send its troops to engage in the Korean 

War? 

 

1. Study Sources C and D.  

How far does Source C agree with Source D? Explain your answer [6m] 

 

Source C: Views of the Korean War from the Chinese history textbook written many years 

after the war.  

 

According to Chinese accounts, China had no intentions on intervening in the Korean 

War, and it was certainly not because the Soviet Union and China participated in 

masterminding the Korean War, a point that has already been recognized by a number of 

Western and Korean scholars. When American planes crossed the China-Korea border 

and unrestrainedly bombarded China’s northeast with bombs, China’s security was 

seriously threatened. China faced an important choice. The Chinese people clearly 

remembered that the Japanese had used Korea as a springboard to invade China; as the 

Chinese saying goes, “When the lips are lost, the teeth feel cold”; that is , if one falls, the 

other will be in danger.  

 
 
Source D: A senior Chinese Communist Party official, Peng Zhen, recounting a 

conversation with Khrushchev in 1960 when the Sino-Soviet split became public after 

Khrushchev denounced Stalin through *De-Stalinization.  

 

After the war started, a Soviet ambassador told us that it was not possible for the Soviet 

Union to send its forces to Korea and that Stalin was thinking of asking us to send troops. 

Comrade Mao Zedong was strongly against the war in the first place. But after the war 

ended, Stalin said that if the Soviet Union sent in troops, this would mean a world war and 

he therefore demanded China to send troops instead. And that was the only reasons we 

agreed to send troops.  
*De-Stalinization was a political reform launched after Stalin’s death by the Soviet Communist Party 

First Secretary, Nikita Khrushchev, in 1956. It condemned the crimes committed by his predecessor, 

Josef Stalin, and destroyed his image as an infallible leader.  

*excerpt from 2021 St Gabriel’s MYE Paper 
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Sample Answer 

 

Source C agrees with Source D in highlighting that China did not want to get involved in 

the Korean war in the first place. Source C states that “According to Chinese accounts, 

China had no intentions on intervening in the Korean War”. This highlights how China was 

reluctant to enter into the war in the first place. This is likewise corroborated in Source D, 

which states that Chinese leader, “Comrade Mao Zedong was strongly against the war in 

the first place”. Again, this confirms the Chinese reluctance to partake in the Korean in 

the first place. Thus, both sources agrees in establishing that China had no intentions of 

taking part in the Korean War initially.  

 

However, the sources differ in identifying the reasons why China eventually intervened in 

the war. Source C establishes that China entered the war out of necessity to protect their 

own national security interests, while Source D explains that China entered out the war 

upon Stalin’s instructions to do so, so as to avoid sending in Soviet troops which would 

mean a world war. This is evidenced in Source C, where it states “When American planes 

crossed the China-Korea border and unrestrainedly bombarded China’s northeast with 

bombs, China’s security was seriously threatened” and in Source D, where Peng Zhen 

recounts “But after the war ended, Stalin said that if the Soviet Union sent in troops, this 

would mean a world war and he therefore demanded China to send troops instead.” From 

this, we can clearly see that both sources differ in identifying the main reason why China 

intervened in the Korean War eventually. For Source C, the key motivation was China’s 

own national security interests, whereas for Source D, China’s entrance was at the 

direction of Stalin himself.  

 

The reason for the difference between the sources can be attributed to the differing 

contexts. Source D is a recounted conversation from Peng Zhen after the Sino-Soviet split 

in 1960, where there was a strong communist movement towards De-Stalinization in the 

Soviet Union led by Khrushchev. Given the rising animosity between China and the USSR 

then, it is no surprise that Peng Zhen would publicly attribute much of the blame of the 

Korean War to the Soviets, which would alleviate them from some of the responsibility and 

place it on their rivals, the Soviet Union. On the other hand, Source C is a source from a 

Chinese history textbook written many years after the war. This would mean that the 

author of Source C would be less politically motivated to attribute blame for China’s 

intervention in the Korean War to the Soviets. As such, the differences between the 
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sources can be attributed to Source D’s political motivation to attribute the blame for the 

Korean War to the Soviets, after the Sino-Soviet split in 1960. 
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Worked Example – Part A Inference Question 

 

The Cold War – Europe 

 

1. Explain why relations between the USA and the USSR deteriorated after World War 

Two [8m] 
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Sample Answer 

 

One major reason for the deterioration of relations between the US and USSR after World 

War II was the developments during WWII which fuelled mutual distrust between the US 

and the USSR. Prior to the start of WWII, the Soviets signed the Nazi-Soviet Non-Aggression 

Pact with Hitler, in order to safekeep their borders from German aggression. This caused 

the Allies, especially the US, to be extremely suspicious of the Soviets, as they felt that 

the USSR was betraying them. As the war progressed, the Soviets felt betrayed by the 

Allies in their perceived delay in opening up the 2nd front of the war. At that time, the 

USSR was facing massive casualties at the hands of the Germans, and desperately needed 

the Allies to open up the 2nd front to alleviate German pressure on the USSR. Stalin 

perceived this delay from the Allies to be a deliberate attempt at weakening the USSR by 

pitting them against the Germans. This resulted in Stalin being even more distrustful and 

suspicious of the Western Allied powers, especially the US, who he felt were intent on 

undermining Soviet interests. Thus, the developments during WWII created a context a 

distrust between the two nations, as they both felt the other could not be trusted, thus 

contributing to the deterioration of relations between the US and USSR.  

 

Another major reason for the deterioration of relations between the US and USSR after 

World War II was the political vacuum that arose in Europe as a result of the aftermath of 

WWII, which created conditions favourable for a conflict of influence between the two 

superpowers. World War II had decimated the economies of Europe, and traditional major 

powers like Britain and France, who used to command large influence in European political 

affairs now no longer had the capability to be major decision-makers in European affairs. 

On the contrary, the US was virtually untouched by the war, while the USSR was still in a 

relatively strong position especially with the massive Red Army. The political vacuum in 

Europe thus provided an arena for the US and USSR to compete in terms of influence, as 

they both strove to influence politics in Europe in their favour. While the USSR sought to 

spread communism and secure friendly states to act as a buffer for their own borders, the 

US sought to seek friendly trade allies to continue to benefit from international trade. This 

eventually led to the two countries being in conflict in their conquest of influence in 

Europe. Thus, the political vacuum that arose in Europe created conditions favourable for 

the deterioration of relations between the US and USSR as they both strove to influence 

European politics.  


